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International Filing Date: 17 December 1999 

For: FOAMY VIRUS VECTORS FOR 

EXPRESSING FOREIGN GENES IN 
MAMMALS AND THE USE 
THEREOF 



Group Art Unit: (Unassigned) 
Examiner: (Unassigned) 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



BOX PCT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 



Prior to examination, please amend the above-captioned application as follows 



IN THE CLAIMS : 

Kindly replace claims 3-9 and 13-16 as follows. 

3. (Amended) The retroviral vector according to claim 1, wherein the first 
DNA sequence comprises the reverse transcript of the entire foamy virus. 

4. (Amended) The retroviral vector according to claim 1 , wherein the first 
DNA sequence comprises both 5 'LTR and 3 'LTR of a foamy virus. 

5. (Amended) The retroviral vector according to claim 1, wherein the second 
DNA sequence is inserted in the 5 'LTR region and/or 3 'LTR region of the foamy virus. 
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6. (Amended) The retroviral vector according to claim 1, which additionally 
contains a gene coding for an identifiable phenotypic marker. 

7. (Amended) The retroviral vector according to claim 1, wherein the foreign 
DNA sequence codes for neutralizing epitopes of the feline immunodeficiency virus (FIV) 
or the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) . 

8. (Amended) The retroviral vector according to claim 1, wherein the first 
DNA sequence is that of the plasmid pFeFv-7 deposited with the DSMZ (German Type 
Collection of Microorganisms and Cell Cultures) on November 23, 1998 (DSM 12514). 

9. (Amended) A plasmid containing the retroviral vector according to claim 1. 

13. (Amended) A transgenic animal containing the retroviral vector according to 
claim 1. 

14. (Amended) A method for vaccination comprising administering an effective 
amount of the vector of claim 1 to a patient in need of such vaccination. 

15. (Amended) A method for the vaccination of cats against FIV or human 
beings against HIV comprising administering an effective amount of the vector of claim 1 
to a cat or human in need of such vaccination. 
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16. (Amended) A method for the gene-therapeutic treatment of patients 
comprising administering an effective amount of the vector of claim 1 to a patient in need 
of such treatment. 

REMARKS 

Entry of the foregoing amendment(s) is respectfully requested. 

The claims have been amended to eliminate multiple dependency and to place them 
in better condition for U.S. patent practice. 

Should the Examiner have any questions concerning the subject application, a 
telephone call to the undersigned would be appreciated. 
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Attachment to Preliminary Amendment dated June 18« 2001 

Marked-up Claims 3-9 and 13-16 

3 . (Amended) The retroviral vector according to claim 1 [or 2] , wherein the 

first DNA sequence comprises the reverse transcript of the entire foamy virus. 

4. (Amended) The retroviral vector according to [any one of claims 1 to 3] 
claim 1 . wherein the first DNA sequence comprises both 5 'LTR and 3 'LTR of a foamy 
virus. 

5 . (Amended) The retroviral vector according to [any one of claims 1 to 4] 
claim 1 , wherein the second DNA sequence is inserted in the 5 'LTR region and/or 3 'LTR 
region of the foamy virus. 

6. (Amended) The retroviral vector according to [any one of claims 1 to 5] 
claim 1 . which additionally contains a gene coding for an identifiable phenotypic marker. 

7. (Amended) The retroviral vector according to [any one of claims 1 to 6] 
claim 1 , wherein the foreign DNA sequence codes for neutralizing epitopes of the feline 
immunodeficiency virus (FIV) or the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). 
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Attachment to Preliminary Amendment dated June 18. 2001 

Marked-up Claims 3-9 and 13-16 

8. (Amended) The retroviral vector according to [any one of claims 1 to 7] 

claim 1 . wherein the first DNA sequence is that of the plasmid pFeFv-7 deposited with the 
DSMZ (German Type Collection of Microorganisms and Cell Cultures) on 
November 23, 1998 (DSM 12514). 

9 . (Amended) A plasmid containing the retroviral vector according to [any one 
of claims 1 to 8] claim 1 . 

13. (Amended) A transgenic animal containing the retroviral vector according to 
[any one of claims 1 to 8 or the plasmid according to claim 9] claim 1 . 

14. (Amended) [Use of the vector according to any one of claims 1 to 8 or the 
plasmid according to claim 9 for the production of a medicament] A method for vaccination 
comprising administering an effective amount of the vector of claim 1 to a patient in need 
of such vaccination . 

15. (Amended) [Use of the vector according to claim 7 for the production of a 
medicament] A method for the vaccination of cats against FIV or human beings against 
HIV comprising administering an effective amount of the vector of claim 1 to a cat or 
human in need of such vaccination. 
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Attachment to Preliminary Amendment dated June 18. 2001 

Marked-up Claims 3-9 and 13-16 

16. (Amended) [Use of the vector according to any one of claims 1 to 8 or the 

plasmid according to claim 9 for the production of a medicament] A method for the gene- 
therapeutic treatment of patients comprising administering an effective amount of the vector 
of claim 1 to a patient in need of such treatment . 
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Foamy Virus Vectors for Expressing Foreign Genes in Mammals 

and the Use Thereof 

The present invention relates to retroviral vectors based on 
foamy viruses (FV) /spumaviruses for introducing a desired 
expressible DNA into mammalian cells and mammals, the 
retroviral vector comprising the following sequences: a first 
DNA sequence which corresponds to the reverse transcript of 
part of a feline FV (feFV) and a second DNA sequence which 
permits the propagation in bacteria. The present invention 
also relates to medicaments containing these vectors. 

Retroviruses are RNA viruses in which the viral genes of a 
single-stranded RNA molecule are encoded. Having accessed the 
host cell, the viral RNA is converted via reverse 
transcription into a double-stranded DNA molecule. 
Thereafter, this DNA reaches the nucleus and integrates into 
the host genome as what is called a provirus which, in turn, 
is the template for the expression of viral genes and the 
synthesis of virion RNA. The viral gene products and the 
virion RNA combine into an intact virion which may then leave 
the cell again and infect new cells. In the past, it could be 
shown that it is possible by means of retroviruses to 
introduce foreign DNA into a desired organism where it is 
expressed. Thus, retroviruses offer themselves fundamentally 
as a vehicle for a gene therapy. However, the formerly 
achieved success was not yet satisfactory, since as a rule 
the retroviral vectors used for treating animals or humans 
only have minor efficiency. In particular the qualitatively 
insufficient expression limited in time of the therapeutic 
gene are essential limitations of the current retroviral 
vectors (Anderson 1998, Nature 392, 25) . 

Thus, the invention is substantially based on the technical 



problem of providing a viral vector by means of which 
heterologous genes can efficiently be inserted in a desired 
mammal, e.g. a cat or human being, and be expressed 
efficiently. 

The solution to this technical problem was achieved by the 
provision of the embodiments characterized in the claims. 

It could be shown that by means of a vector based on a feline 
foamy virus (FeFB) it is possible to introduce desired 
heterologous genes efficiently into a desired mammal where 
they can also be expressed. The advantages of a vector based 
on the feline FV are presumably based on its replication 
mechanism which differs from that of other retroviruses. For 
example, FeFV have an internal promoter for the expression of 
the regulatory "bel" genes which are required for the 
replication of the virus. The "pol" proteins are expressed in 
addition via a spliced RNA but not as part of a "gag-pol" 
fusion protein. Since the FeFV induces a productive and 
lifelong persisting infection of cats with permanent antigen 
expression, the FeFV has intrinsically mechanisms to overcome 
the above-mentioned deficiencies of known vectors. 
Furthermore, spumaviruses are physically relatively stable 
(minimal titer reduction when stored at 4°C) , they have a 
minor genetic variation, a high insertion capacity and are 
considered nonpathogenic; these are characteristics which 
support the use as retroviral vectors. 

For the production of an exemplary vector the entire genome 
of feline FV (FeFV) was inserted from the nucleotide 
positions 17 to 3'LTR in the prokaryotic vector pATl53 in 
sequential steps between the EagI- (5 ' LTR) and the Clal- 
( 3'LTR) restriction sites. At the 5' end of the viral DNA 
insert there are in this case various inserted restriction 
sites. This recombinant DNA is genetically stable e.g. in E. 
coli K12. The biological activity of the recombinant FeFV DNA 
(expression of infectious virions) was checked after the 
transfection in permissive cells (CRFK) and it showed that 
infectious virions formed. They do not differ as regards 



their gene expression from the initial isolate (non-cloned 
FeFV) . Moreover, it could be shown that when using this viral 
vector in which DNA sequences were inserted which code for 
neutralization-relevant epitopes of the Env surface protein 
of a serologically distinct, genetically differing FeFV 
isolate, these heterologous domains were expressed in 
transfected cells in a functionally active way. 

Thus, an embodiment of the present invention relates to a 
retroviral vector for introducing a desired expressible DNA 
into a mammalian cell, the retroviral vector comprising the 
following sequences: a first DNA sequence which corresponds 
to the reverse transcript of at least part of a feline FV 
genome and a second DNA sequence which permits the 
propagation in bacteria and thus the efficient and site- 
directed genetic modification. 

Another constituent of the vector is optionally a desired 
expressible f oreign-DNA/ therapeutic gene. 

The expression "...corresponds to the reverse transcript of 
at least part of an FV genome" used herein relates to every 
FV-DNA which is still capable of ensuring all functions of 
the FV vector which are necessary for the insertion of the 
foreign DNA and the expression thereof. 

The expression "sequence which permits the propagation in 
bacteria" used herein relates to sequences containing an 
"ori" for the replication in bacteria, a marker gene and/ or a 
resistance gene. For example, such a sequence may originate 
from pAT153 (Twiggs and Sherrat, 1980, Nature 283, p. 216). 

The inventors found out that two kinds of genetic 
modification or vector types are advantageous: 
1) self -replicating, replication-competent vectors in which 
the insertion of heterologous genes do not impair the 
replication capacity and which may replicate in the 
therapeutic host. No packaging cell line or a helper 
virus is necessary for the self -replicating vectors; 



2) replication-defective vectors in which e.g. the entire 
structural genes (gag, env, pol) were replaced by the 
foreign DNA. The virions form in what is called 
packaging cell lines which provide all deleted functions 
in trans (gag, env, pol) . These vectors contain the cis 
sequences necessary for packaging the genomes and 
expressing the foreign DNA. 

Spumaretroviruses/ foamy viruses are generally considered 
nonpathogenic, even though they may trigger diseases under 
certain experimental (artificial) conditions (transgenic 
mice) . The "apparent nonpathogenicity" of foamy viruses is 
one of their major advantages as a retroviral vector. 
However, preferably the strong Bel 1 transactivator should at 
least be inactivated functionally, preferably be deleted 
completely, in all of the self -replicating FeFV vectors. 

The foreign DNA which can be inserted in the vectors 
according to the invention is not subject to a restriction 
and, in principle, all disease- re levant genes are possible. 
Examples of foreign DNA (also referred to as heterologous 
genes or therapeutic genes) are 

immunomodulatory genes for activating or suppressing 
immune responses in the course of anti-cancer therapies, 
e.g. interleukin-2, -1, -10, etc., gamma-interf eron, 
tumor necrosis factor, special tumor antigens, 
suicide genes for the specific destruction of the 
correspondingly infected cells, e.g. HSC thymidine 
kinase, E. coli cytosine deaminase, polynucleoside 
phosphorylase , 

functionally intact genes for the substitution of 
functionally defective genes in the course of the 
somatic gene therapy, 

expression of trans -dominant negative mutant proteins, 
which are used in an inhibitory manner within the scope 
of the "pathogen derived resistance" or "intracellular 
immunization" , 

genes whose protein product can be isolated and purified 
from transgenic animals in suitable form on a 



technical /industrial scale, e.g. factor X of blood 
coagulation or the like. 



According to the invention the retroviral FV vector is a 
vector in which the genome of the feline foamy virus (FeFV) 
was used. It may be a vector in which the first DNA sequence 
is the FV-DNA sequence of the vector FeFV-7 . This vector was 
deposited as plasmid pFeFV-7 on November 23, 1998 under DSM 
12514 with DSMZ [German-type collection of microorganisms and 
cell cultures], Mascherorder Weg lb, 38124 Braunschweig. 

The first DNA sequence of the vector may, however, differ 
from the DNA sequence of the pFeFV-7 vector and may only be 
derived therefrom. The FeFV portion of the plasmid can be 
modified, for example, such that it is changed genetically in 
accordance with the requirements of the vector concept (self- 
replicating or replication-defective vector) and that the 
foreign DNA (also referred to as heterologous gene or 
therapeutic gene above) is inserted under the transcriptional 
control of FeFV or a heterologous promoter. For example, the 
first DNA sequence may also differ from that of the pFeFV-7 
vector according to the invention as regards its length, or 
may have various nucleotide additions, deletions of 
substitutions, e.g. originate from another field isolate of 
FeFV as long as the desired properties of the virus, e.g. as 
regards inf ectiosity, replication, insertion and expression 
of the foreign DNA are maintained for the desired purposes 
according to the invention. A person skilled in the art can 
determine by means of common methods, e.g. the methods 
indicated in the below examples or in Winkler et al . , J. 
Virol. 71 (1997), 6727-6741, whether the DNA sequence used 
for the production of the retroviral FeFV vector still meets 
the necessary conditions. In addition, general methods known 
in the special field can be used for the construction of the 
retroviral vectors according to the invention. These methods 
comprise e.g. common in vitro recombination techniques, 
synthetic methods and in vivo recombination methods. 



The desired foreign DNA to be expressed may be inserted at 



any site of the FV genome, provided that its expression is 
ensured by this and the desired properties of the FV (e.g. 
self-replicating or replication-defective vector) are 
maintained. In principle, the foreign DNA may be inserted at 
any site of the FeFV genome. However, it should be such that 
the FeFV portion is still active in the above-mentioned sense 
(self -replicating/replication-defective vector) . The foreign 
DNA sequence is preferably inserted between the 5 ' LTR region 
and the 3 1 LTR region. In the case of self -replicating vectors 
heterologus sequences may be inserted in the Gag, Env and 
Bel2 genes or in defined portions of the 3 1 -LTR; in the case 
of replication-defective vectors, the Gag, Pol, Env and 
accessory/regulatory genes are preferably replaced by the 
foreign DNA to be expressed. In order to obtain an efficient 
expression of the foreign DNA sequence, it is necessary to 
insert it in the VF vector such that it is present in 
functionally linked fashion with suitable transcriptional 
control sequences. Suitable control sequences suitable for 
the expression in mammals (i.e. promoter and/or enhancer 
sequences) are known to the person skilled in the art. The 
promoters known to the person skilled in the art are usable 
as promoters. They comprise e.g. 

the genetically modified FeFV LTR promoter or the 

internal promoter, 

constitutively active promoters, e.g. HSV-tk, CMV-IE, 
cellular housekeeping promoters, e.g. beta-actin, GADPH, 
cell-type-specific promoters for the expression in 
hematopoietic cells, the CNS, the liver, kidney, etc. 
inducible promoters , e.g. promoters dependent on 
insulin, corticoid, stress, estrogen, 

promoters which can be activated by viruses, e.g. HIV 
LTR for intracellular immunizations, 

promoters which are activated by established therapeutic 
agents (tamoxifen, etc.). 

In a particularly preferred embodiment the retroviral FV 
vector also contains a gene which codes for a detectable 
phenotypic marker. This permits checking a successful 
transformation of the desired target cell. Suitable marker 
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genes are e.g.: 

S-galactosidase 

resistance gene against neomycin, hygromycin, zeonin, 
etc . 

(humanized) green fluorescent protein GFP. 

The present invention also relates to a plasmid which 
contains the FeFV vector according to the invention. The 
plasmid may be replicated e.g. in E. coli, in E. coli JM 109 
or DH5a, for example, and be isolated directly therefrom. 

Methods of transforming the cells for the production of the 
FV vector according to the invention (e.g. via CaP0 4 
precipitation, liposomes or electrotransf ormation, etc.) and 
for the phenotypic selection of transf ormants are known in 
the art . 

After the replication, the FV vectors according to the 
invention may be inserted in a cell, a tissue, organ, a 
patient or an animal by a number of methods. The FeFV (and 
thus also the pFeFV-7 plasmid derived therefrom) may 
replicate in cells of human origin. No absolutely essential 
changes of the plasmid pFeFV and its derivatives are 
necessary for the replication and application in human cells 
and humans so that FeFV can also infect these human cells. 
The above-mentioned methods and the co-culturing using 
vector-producing cells and direct infection with the 
retroviral vector are in consideration for the ex vivo 
application. The following are in consideration for the in 
vivo application: as DNA by the gene gun; liposome technique; 
as a free retrovirus sytstemically (e.g. intravenously) , 
locally (e.g. directly into a tumor or the lymphatic organ) 
or in the form of an aerosol for the respiratory tract. In 
analogy, it is also possible to administer the vector- 
producing cells. 

Thus, the present invention also relates to cells and 
transgenic animals (i.e. mammals which are transgenic with 
respect to the DNA sequence inserted by means of the FV 
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vector according to the invention) . Methods for the 
production of such transgenic animals may be found e.g. in WO 
91/08216 or Schenkel , Johannes, 1995, Transgene Tiere 
[Transgenic Animals], Spektrum Akad. Verlag, Heidelberg, 
Germany . 

The present invention also relates to medicaments which 
contain the above described FV vectors. These medicaments 
optionally contain in addition a pharmaceutically acceptable 
carrier. Suitable carriers and the formulation of such 
medicaments are known to the person skilled in the art. 
Suitable carriers are e.g. phosphate-buffered common salt 
solutions, water, emulsions, e.g. oil/water emulsions, 
wetting agents, sterile solutions, etc. The kind of carrier 
depends, of course, on how the FV vector according to the 
invention is to be administered. The suitable dosage is 
determined by the attending physician and depends on various 
factors, e.g. the age, sex, weight of the animal or patient, 
the severity of the disease, the kind of administration, etc. 

The FV vector according to the invention may also be used 
e.g. for the expression of DNA sequences which code for 
neutralizing epitopes of pathogens, i.e. it may be used for a 
vaccination against these pathogens. This is of interest 
above all as regards the infectious diseases, e.g. in cats, 
for which no suitable vaccines have been available thus far. 
In this connection, it is to be noted that the expressed 
epitopes are therapeutic (immunologically) active domains and 
the vaccination does not lead to e.g. an immunopathogenesis 
in the case of subsequent virus challenge. For example, the 
foreign DNA sequence may code for neutralizing epitopes of 
the feline immunodeficiency virus (FIV) . In this case, an FV 
vector is obtained which permits the efficient vaccination of 
cats over FIV. Other suitable foreign DNAs are viral Env 
surface domains or T-cell epitopes of viral structural or 
non-structural proteins. As stated above already, the use of 
the subject matters according to the invention is by no means 
limited to vaccination but represents generally a vehicle for 
gene therapy . 



In order to demonstrate the feasibility of FeFV-based 
vectors, the epitopes, relevant for virus neutralization, of 
the FUV isolate used by the inventors were exchanged by the 
corresponding sequences of an FeFV virus similar to isolate 
951 (Flower et al . , 1985, Arch. Virol. 83, p. 53). The 
genetically modified virus is replication-competent and due 
to the exchange of neutralization-relevant epitopes will no 
longer be neutralized by sera against the FeFV- FUV isolate. 
Due to its distinct immunological characteristics this 
genetically modified, now 951-similar FeFV may possibly then 
be used in cats (or humans) as a gene- therapeutic vector if a 
humoral immunity against the original FUV-similar vector is 
already present. Such a situation may exist if the 
therapeutic use of the vector must be carried out repeatedly. 
Thus, the availability of the immunologically distinct FeFV 
vectors can permit a substantially more flexible use of these 
recombinant viruses in the therapy. In spite of existing 
immunity against an FeFV virus isolate therapeutic 
applications are still possible with the other FeFV serotype, 
which is an advantage that none of the other retroviral 
vector systems has. 

The FV vector according to the invention is not only suitable 
for the gene therapy/vaccination of animals, e.g. cats, but 
also for the corresponding therapies in humans. Due to the 
fact that (a) with the above described FeFV vector according 
to the invention cats can be vaccinated against FIV, and (b) 
the FIV infection of the cat is strongly similar, from a 
molecular-biological and pathogenetic view, to the HIV 
infection of humans (see e.g. in this connection Elder et 
al., Aids Research and Human Retroviruses 1_4 (1998), 797- 
801), it may be assumed that the FV vector according to the 
invention is not only suitable for gene therapy in humans as 
regards e.g. the introduction of tumor suppressor genes but 
also useful for carrying out a vaccination against HIV. For a 
vaccination against the HIV infection primary T cell epitopes 
and sequences of the HIV structural and non-structural 
proteins offer themselves, which carry immunorelevant 
epitopes, on the one hand, and at the same time are conserved 
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at least moderately. The inventors confirmed that feline and 
human cells replicate the vector according to the invention, 
and recombinant vector particles form in both cell types 
(e.g. feline CRFK cells, human 293T cells) . 

Finally, the present invention also relates to the use of the 
FV vector according to the invention for vaccination, 
preferably against FIV in cats or HIV in humans. 



The figures show: 



Figure 1: diagram of the organization of the FeFV 

provirus 

Figure 2 : nucleic acid sequence and derived amino acid 

sequence of FeFV (Winkler et al . , J. of Virology, 
Vol. 71, No. 9, Sep. 1997, pp. 6727-6741) 



Figure 3: ^ap of the clone pFeFV-7 (length: 14.463 bp) 

The portions corresponding to pATl53 and FeFV are 
characterized. Moreover, the positions of the most 
important restriction sites are indicated. 



The below examples illustrate the invention. 
Example 1 

Production of an FeFV vector (pFeFV-z) 



The production of FeFV isolates, the DNA extraction, the 
construction of recombinant FeFV DNA clones and the analysis 
of these clones was made as described in principle in Winkler 
et <al., J. Virol., 71 (1997), 6727,6741. FeFV DNA sequences 
of the nucleotide positions 5118 to 7431 were carried out by 
"long-template PCR" using specific primers and the DNA of 
" Crandell" feline kidney cells (CRFK cells) infected with 
FeFV. The primers are: 



5118: 5 ' -CCTCATGCTTACGGGAATAATCTGGCTG- 3 ' ( forward) 

7431: 5 ' - GAATAGC ATAC C AGAGC C T AC AGGGC TC - 3 ' ( r ever s e ) 
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7163: 5 1 - C C AATTGGAC AAGAGTAGAATCCT ATGG - 3 ' { forward ) 

9057 : 5 1 -TTCTCCAAGGAGCTGCAGCCACTCTGG-3 ' (reverse) 

5775: 5 ' - TTTGCTCAGTGGGC AAAGGAAAGGAATATACAATTGG- 3 ' 

(forward) 

10522: 5 ' -GTTGACACTGATTTATATGGC AC AATAATTCCTCTC - 3 ' ( re vers e ) 

The resulting amplified DNA was cloned in pCRII vectors 
(Invitrogen company/ Netherlands) by means of common methods. 
Correct recombinant DNA clones were excised using Ndel (in 
FeFV) and Ecll3 6ll (in the pCRII vector) and the resulting 
fragment of about 2 . 3 kpb was inserted in the FeFV- DNA clone 
7 (cleaved by Clal, thereafter provided with blunt ends by 
means of Klenow polymerase and finally excised using Ndel) . 
Clone 7 contains FeFC-DNA sequences from nucleotide positions 
17 to 5811 (winkler et al., 1997). By this cloning FeFV 
clones were obtained which extended from the nucleotide 
position 17 to 7431 (clones 24 and 28) . 

At the same time, the FeFV insertion was subcloned from the 
recombinant clones 4,6 and 8, which contained FeFV-DNA 
sequences from nucleotide positions 8636 to the 3 ' -end of the 
3'LTR (Winkler et al . , 1977), into the vector pBluescript KS 
(Stratagene company, Heidelberg, Germany) , the common 
flanking enzyme restriction sites of the polylinker having 
been used. In the resulting clones 5,7 and 15 Clal and Apal 
restriction sites from the PCR primers and the polylinker 
site of the vector follow the 3* end of the genome. FeFV-DNA 
sequences from nucleotide positions 7163 to 9057 were 
amplified by " long- template PCR" using the above-mentioned 
primers and cloned into the plasmid pCRII as described above, 
the clone V being obtained. 

For the production of a clone which contains the complete 
proviral DNA, the following cloned, above described DNA 
fragments were linked with one another in a triple ligation: 
The Apal (vector restriction site) /Pml I-fragment of clones 
24/28 + the Pmll/PstI fragment of clone V + the Pstl/Apal 
fragment of clones 5, 7 and 15. 
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The resulting DNA clones were genetically stable and 
contained FeFV DNA from nucleotide positions 17 to 11700 as 
an insertion in the pBluescript vector. The FeFV insertion 
between the EagI and Clal sites which flank the FeFV DNA, 
were then subcloned into the correspondingly excised vector 
pAT153 (= "high copy-number" deletion mutant of pBR322; 
Twiggs and Sherrat, 1980, Nature 2 83, page 216) . 

Various independently obtained clones were analysed after the 
transfection in FeFV-permissive eukaryotic CRFK cells. 
However, little infectiosity showed. Clone 13 showed a 
moderate viral infectiosity and was therefore used for the 
complete restauration of the infectiosity. FeFV-DNA sequences 
from nucleotide positions 5775 to 10522 was amplified by 
means of long-template PCR using the above-mentioned primers 
and excised directly with BstZl7I (nucleotide position 5980) 
and Bsal (nucleotide position 10137) , The resulting DNA 
fragment having a length of about 4.2 kbp was used for 
exchanging the corresponding sequences of clone 13 (with 
complete length) . After the transfection in CRFK cells it 
showed that the resulting FeFV clone pFeFV-7 was fully 
infectious and genetically stable. The resulting recombinant 
FeFV virus could not be distinguished from non-cloned viruses 
obtained from cell cultures. pFeFV-7 was deposited on 
November 23, 19 98 under number DSM 12 514 with DSMZ, 
Mascheroder Weg 2, Braunschweig, Germany. 

Example 2 

Production of a neutralization-resistant variant of pPePV-7 
expressing heterologous sequences of the FeFV serotype 951 in 
feline cells 

In order to demonstrate the feasibility of FeFV-based 
vectors, the epitopes of the above described FeFV-7 isolate 
which are relevant for the virus neutralization were 
exchanged by the corresponding sequences of an FeFV virus 
similar to isolate 951 (Flower et al,, 1985, Arch. Virol. 83, 
53) . 

The following steps were taken: 
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The Env DNA sequences of the FeFV isolate 951 were amplified 
from DNA of FeFV-951-inf ected CRFK cells with the forward 
primer 5-GACATACCTGAAGATATTC-3 1 (position 6418) and the 
reverse primer 5 r - CGACTTGTACC AGGCC TATTC CTGG - 3 ' (position 
9901) by means of PCR. The amplificate was digested by means 
of the restriction endonuclease Kpnl and the 3.5 kB long DNA 
fragment was isolated. The above-described FeFV vector pFeFV- 
7 was digested simultaneously with Kpn and the DNA fragment 
corresponding to the vector backbone was isolated. Both DNAs 
were ligated with each other and the recombinants were 
identified, in which the FeFV-951 env DNA sequences had been 
inserted in proper orientation in pFeFV-7 . The resulting DNA 
clone pFEFV-7/951 is genetically stable. Following 
transfection in CRFK cells the protein expression pattern of 
this clone cannot be distinguished from the wild-type clone 
pFeFV-7. Plasmid pFeFV-7/951 induced the synthesis of 
infectious FeFV particles. 

The genetically modified hybrid pFeFV-7/951 is replication- 
competent and is no longer neutralized by sera against the 
FeFV isolate due to the exchange of neutralization-relevant 
epitopes. This was shown in neutralization studies: Sera 
which are directed against the FEFV isolate, neutralize 
descendants of the plasmid FeFV-7 but not viruses of the 
pFEFV-7/951 clone. Sera against the FeFV isolate 951 
neutralize correspondingly viruses of the pFeFV-7/951 clone 
but not of plasmid pFeFV-7 . 

In this example, a chimeric hybrid vector was thus 
constructed which expresses in efficient and stable manner 
heterologous protein sequences. In addition, a vector pair 
(plasmids pFeFV-7 and pFeFV-7/951) was constructed for the 
first time which induces no cross-neutralizing antibodies. 

In a therapeutic application of both vectors, thus a serotype 
(e.g. FeFV-7) may first be used for the transfer of the 
therapeutic gene. If a patient establishes a neutralizing 
seroreactivi ty against this vector serotype, the other 
serotype (in this case pFeFV-7/951) may be used, against 
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which no neutralizing antibodies exist. Therapeutic 
applications would still be possible with the other serotype 
in spite of an existing immunity against a virus isolate. 
This is an advantage which no other retroviral vector system 
has . 
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Amended Claims 

A retroviral vector for introducing a desired, 
expressible DNA into a mammalian cell, wherein the 
retroviral vector comprises the following sequences: A 
first DNA sequence corresponding to the reverse 
transcript of at least part of a feline foamy virus 
(FeFV) , and a second DNA sequence permitting the 
propagation in bacteria. 

The retroviral vector according to claim 1, wherein the 
vector further comprises a desired expressible foreign 
DNA. 

The retroviral vector according to claim 1 or 2 , wherein 
the first DNA sequence comprises the reverse transcript 
of the entire foamy virus. 

The retroviral vector according to any one of claims 1 to 

3, wherein the first DNA sequence comprises both 5'LTR 
and 3 1 LTR of a foamy virus. 

The retroviral vector according to any one of claims 1 to 

4, wherein the second DNA sequence is inserted in the 
5'LTR region and/or 3 1 LTR region of the foamy virus. 

The retroviral vector according to any one of claims 1 to 

5, which additionally contains a gene coding for an 
identifiable phenotypic marker. 

The retroviral vector according to any one of claims 1 to 

6, wherein the foreign DNA sequence codes for 
neutralizing epitopes of the feline immunodeficiency 
virus (FIV) or the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) . 
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8. The retroviral vector according to any one of claims 1 to 
7, wherein the first DNA sequence is that of the plasmid 
pFeFV-7 deposited with the DSMZ (German Type Collection 
of Microorganisms and Cell Cultures) on November 23, 1998 

5 (DSM 12514) . 

9 . A plasmid containing the retroviral vector according to 
any one of claims 1 to 8 . 

10 10. A cell containing the plasmid according to claim 9. 

11. The cell according to claim 10, which is an animal cell. 

3? 12. The cell according to claim 11, which is a mammalian 

J 15 cell. 

L 13 . A transgenic animal containing the retroviral vector 

fll according to any one of claims 1 to 8 or the plasmid 

y according to claim 9 . 

!| 20 

IU 14. Use of the vector according to any one of claims 1 to 8 

or the plasmid according to claim 9 for the production of 
a medicament for vaccination. 

25 15. Use of the vector according to claim 7 for the production 

of a medicament for the vaccination of cats against FIV 
or human beings against HIV. 

16. Use of the vector according to any one of claims 1 to 8 
30 or the plasmid according to claim 9 for the production of 

a medicament for the gene-therapeutic treatment of 
patients . 
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Abstract of the Disclosure 



The invention relates to retroviral vectors based on feline 
foamy viruses (FeFV) for introducing a desired, expressible 
DNA into a mammalian cell. An example of the vector according 
to the invention is a vector which permits the expression of 
neutralizing epitopes of the feline immunodeficiency virus 
(FIV) in cats or of the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) in 
humans and thus enables an effective vaccination. 
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Charles F. Wletaitd TO. 
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Bruce T. Wieder 
Todd R. Walters 
Ronni S. Jillions 
Harold IL Brawn HI 
Allen. R. B&wn 
Brian P. O'Shaughncssy 
Kenneth B. Leffler 
Fred W, Hathaway 
■Wendi L. Weinstein 
Mary Ann DJJl&nunty 
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and: 



Address all correspondence to; 





21839 



.Teresa Stanek Rea 

~? ^TBot14Q4 __ 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 



Address alt telephone calls to: Teresa Stanek Rea. 



at (703) 836-6620. 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information 
and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false state- 
ments and the like so made are .punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United 
States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or anv patent issued thereon. 



Page 2 of 3 



<oa/or> 



JUN-19-2002 15: 36 



BDSM 



.... s\ 



703336202 1 H . k> < /wy 



FULL NAME OF SOLE OR FIRST INVENTOR 



Rolfj^LFLUGEL 

"RESIDENCE^ 




HerrmaTin-BniDii-Strafle 43 > D-69198 Schrf^^^^r I>E 



POST OFFICE ADDRESS 

EerrmaflihBruDn-StaraBe 43, D-6919S Schriesbeim, DE 




en 



nXSENSHIP 
DE 




FULL NAME OF SECOND JOINT INVENTOR, IF ANY 



RESIDENCE 



POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
Hermaim-Loiis-Weft S3, D-692Q7 Sandhauscn. DE 




DA"! 



FULL NAME OF THIRD JOINT INVENTOR, IF ANY 
jtefafii*J ^OWE % — 



SIGNA' 



RESIDENCE 



Rogjal North Shore jaosmtal Gore Hill NSW 2065, AU 
P(S|T OFFICE-ADDRESS 

Rova] North Shore Hospital. Gore Hffl NSW 2065. Atf 




NATURE^ 



DATE 



CITIZENSHIP 
AU 




FULL NAME OF FOURTH JOINT INVENTOR, IF ANY 




AOST(2a.UA- , 



DATE 

20W o \ 



CITIZENSHIP 
AU „ 



POST OFFICE ADDRESS 

^'StephfW rr ^ M » ^it^rviHe. S A 5QR1 , ATT - 




Ft&L NAME OF FIFTH JOINT INVENTOR, IF ANY 



SIGNATURE 



DATE 



RESIDENCE 



CITIZENSHIP 



POST OFFICE ADDRESS 



FULL NAME OF SIXTH JOINT INVENTOR, IF ANY 



SIGNATURE 



DATE 



RESIDENCE 



CITIZENSHIP 



POST OFFICE ADDRESS 



FULL NAME OF SEVENTH JOINT INVENTOR, IF ANY 



SIGNATURE 



DATE 



RESIDENCE 



CITIZENSHIP 



POST OFFICE ADDRESS 



FULL NAME OF EIGHTH JOINT INVENTOR, IF ANY 



SIGNATURE 



DATE 



RESIDENCE 



POST OFFICE ADDRESS 



CITIZENSHIP 



Page 3 of 3 



(05/01) 



